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WHY BELIEVE THE BIBLE? 
John MacArthur 

 

As Christians, most of us would like to say that we of course believe the Bible. But we 

are surrounded by a worldly secular system in which all truth is relative and in which 

there are no absolutes. The Bible is not openly attacked as much as it is subtly 

undermined. It is accepted as one more way to look at the world, but its divine authority 

is simply passed over, ignored, flippantly popularized or dismissed with a tolerant smile. 

Today more than ever, people are asking the following questions:  

 

What Does God‟s Word Mean to Us? Is it authoritative, infallible, inerrant and effective 

in our life? How can we tell?  

 

Who Can Prove God‟s Word Is True? What about the evidence in changed lives, the 

Bible‟s uncanny ability to keep matching up with scientific discovery, archaeological 

finds, fulfilled prophecy? What is the only “final proof” of the truth of Scripture?  

 

How Did God Inspire His Word? Did God use biblical writers like robots and dictate the 

66 books to them? Are the writers inspired, or the writings? Or both? What does 

Scripture mean by “inspired”?  

 

What Did Jesus Think of God‟s Word? Can we believe in Christ‟s authority but not the 

authority and truthfulness of Scripture? Did Jesus support the Scripture of His day as 

truthful history? 

 

Can You Add to God‟s Word? Who decided which books would go in the Bible and 

which ones would not? What happens when individuals or groups try to add to the 

Scriptures?  

 

 

WHAT DOES GOD‟S WORD MEAN TO US? 
 

 How important is the Bible to people‟s lives?  

 There are several ways to answer that question. Some say, “The Bible? It‟s just 

another book. Some wise sayings here and there, mixed with a lot of genealogies, myths 

and crazy visions.”  

 A second group says something like this: “Of course I know the Bible is 

important—at least my pastor thinks so. He‟s always quoting it and waving it in the air. 

But I don‟t read it too much—can‟t really understand it too well.”  

 There is still a third group, however, who would align themselves with Sir Walter 

Scott, a famed British novelist and poet, who was also a committed Christian. On his 

deathbed, Scott is reported to have said to his secretary, “Bring me the Book.” His 

secretary thought of the thousands of books in Scott‟s library and inquired, “Dr. Scott, 

which book?”  

 “The Book,” replied Scott. “The Bible—the only book for a dying man!” 
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  The committed Christian would have to add that the Bible is not just the only 

book for a dying man, but it‟s the only book for a living man, because it is the Word of 

God.  

 In which of the three categories do you fall? Obviously, Group 1 represents the 

typical response from the secular world. It doesn‟t know Christ, and it accepts only what 

seems to fit in with worldly wisdom. For them the Bible has little importance and less 

authority.  

 Group 2 includes a lot of church members, and even some Christians. They know 

the Bible is important and that it should have priority and authority in their lives, but they 

don‟t make much personal use of it. They neglect its teachings altogether, or they slip by, 

seldom opening the Bible for themselves and depend on pastors, teachers or speakers to 

“explain it to them.” They make little application of what the Scriptures teach. The Bible 

remains a mysterious, somewhat confusing rulebook that they are supposed to swallow 

bravely, like a bitter vitamin every morning before breakfast.  

 Group 3 sees the Bible much differently. For them the Scriptures are alive, 

literally popping with exciting truths. This group doesn‟t live by bread alone, “but on 

every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4).  

 But perhaps you‟re thinking that you don‟t quite fit in any of these three 

categories. If you are like a lot of Christians I have met, you land somewhere between 

Group 2 and Group 3. You want the Bible to be more important. You want to submit to 

its authority, but life sort of crowds in. Everywhere you turn you are enticed or 

intimidated to forget the teachings of the Scripture.  

 For example, you turn on a TV talk show and hear a big star make authoritative 

announcements such as, “I think everyone should do his own thing, live his own life and 

have his own faith.” The studio audience bursts into applause and you are left wondering 

if it‟s really very bright (or even very American) to think that you, a born-again Christian 

and member of a church, have all the answers between the covers of such an old and 

seemingly “outdated” book.  

 But when we let the world‟s value system intimidate us, we forget a basic truth. In 

a world of relative thinking that has no absolutes, the Bible stands as the absolute 

authority for the Christian. The Scriptures are the Word of God, not man‟s opinions, 

human philosophy, somebody‟s ideas, not the polling of the best thoughts from the best 

thinkers. Scripture is God‟s Word and that means it has several characteristics and 

qualities that should make it extremely important in our lives.  

 

GOD‟S WORD IS INFALLIBLE  

 

 Some statements of faith published by churches or Christian organizations say, 

“The Bible is God‟s Word, the infallible rule of faith and practice.” That is a good 

statement, but I prefer an even stronger one that says, “The Bible is God‟s infallible 

Word, the only rule of faith and practice.”  

 There is a real difference in where you place the word “infallible” in those two 

statements. The second statement clearly says that in its totality the Bible makes no 

mistakes. The original autographs (the absolutely first copies) were without error. 

Copiers have made minor mistakes over the centuries, but none of these are serious 

enough to challenge the Bible‟s infallibility. The Bible says of itself, “The law of the 
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Lord is perfect” (Ps. 19:7). The Bible is flawless because it was authored (inspired) by a 

God who is flawless.  

 I will discuss inspiration of Scripture in more detail in chapter 3, but the point to 

think about here is this: If God is our ultimate authority and His character is flawless, and 

if He inspired the writers of Scripture to put down His thoughts while still allowing them 

freedom of personal expression, then the Bible is flawless and it becomes our ultimate 

authority—our only rule for faith and practice.  

 To put it another way, if we believe God is perfect, then it has to follow that the 

original copies of Scripture—the original giving of God‟s Word—also had to be perfect. 

Is the Bible infallible? It has to be, because it is the only book that never makes a 

mistake.  

 

GOD‟S WORD IS INERRANT  

 

 The Bible is not only infallible in its totality but it is also inerrant in all its parts. 

The writer of Proverbs says it well: “Every Word of God is flawless; he is a shield to 

those who take refuge in him” (Prov. 30:5).  

 In regard to Scripture, inerrancy and infallibility go hand in hand. According to 

the writers of the Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy, the negative terms “infallible” 

and “inerrant” “have special value, for they explicitly safeguard crucial positive truths.” 

The Chicago Statement,  

drafted at a summit conference called in October 1978 by the International Council on 

Biblical Inerrancy to affirm the authority of Scripture, goes on to say:  

 Infallible signifies the quality of neither misleading nor being misled and so 

safeguards in categorical terms the truth that Holy Scripture is a sure, safe, and reliable 

rule and guide in all matters. Similarly, inerrant signifies the quality of being free from all 

falsehood or mistake and so safeguards the truth that Holy Scripture is entirely true and 

trustworthy in all its assertions.  

 As implied in both the above definitions, one convenient way to describe 

infallibility and inerrancy is in the word “truthfulness.” In Isaiah 65:16, the Lord calls 

Himself, “God of truth.” In Jeremiah 10:10, the prophet writes, “The Lord is the true 

God.” The New Testament agrees with the Old in calling God a God of truth. Examples 

of many such statements include: “God is truthful” (John 3:33); “that they may know 

you, the only true God” (John 17:3); “He is the true God” (1 John 5:20).  

 To make sure that we don‟t overlook the importance of God‟s truthfulness, three 

times the Scripture stresses that God cannot lie (see Num. 23:19; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18).  

 Some critics of Scripture, however, like to point out that biblical “truthfulness” is 

open to question because Scripture contains terms that are not scientifically precise or 

grammatically correct, and passages that seem to contradict one another. The writers of 

the Chicago Statement face this criticism head-on by saying:  

 In determining what the God-taught writer is asserting in each passage, we must 

pay the most careful attention to its claims and character as a human production. In 

inspiration, God utilized the culture and conventions of his penman‟s milieu, a milieu that 

God controls in His sovereign providence; it is misinterpretation to imagine otherwise. So 

history must be treated as history, poetry as poetry, hyperbole and metaphor as hyperbole 

and metaphor, generalization and approximation as what they are, and so forth. 
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Differences between literary conventions in Bible times and in ours must be observed … 

non-chronological narration and imprecise citation were conventional and acceptable and 

violated no expectations in those days … Scripture is inerrant, not in the sense of being 

absolutely precise by modern standards, but in the sense of making good its claims and 

achieving that measure of focused truth at which its authors aimed.  

 In a list of 20 Articles of Affirmation and Denial, the Chicago Statement further 

confirms the need to understand how God inspired certain men to write Scripture at 

certain times, under certain circumstances. Article XIII reads: “We affirm the propriety of 

using inerrancy as a theological term with reference to the complete truthfulness of 

Scripture.”  

 Testimony for the truthfulness of God is found through out His written Word, and 

if we don‟t accept and believe that testimony, we will wind up somewhere in Group II: 

those who know the Bible is supposed to be important, but who remain apathetic and 

listless about what it says. In fact, such apathy can lead to real despair. A young man 

visited my office and said, “My whole Christian life is in a mess. Everything is falling 

apart. I can‟t study the Bible. I have these doubts …”  

 I listened to him for about 20 minutes and then I said, “I can tell you right now 

what your problem is. It‟s obvious.”  

 “What is it?” he wanted to know.  

 I replied, “You do not believe in the absolute inerrancy of Scripture. If you 

believe there are errors in the Word of God, then you are confused and you don‟t know 

what to believe. That‟s your problem.”  

 “You know,” he said, “you hit it right on the nose. I don‟t believe in the absolute 

inerrancy of Scripture.”  

 “Then my friend,” I answered, “how can you hope to be an effective student of 

the Word of God or to ever lead an effective Christian life?”  

 Is the Bible inerrant? It has to be, because the Bible is God‟s Word and God is a 

God of truth.  

 

GOD‟S WORD IS AUTHORITATIVE  

 

 If the Bible is infallible and inerrant, it must be our final word—our highest 

standard of authority. The writers of the Old Testament make more than 2,000 direct 

claims to be speaking the very words of God. Again and again they wrote such phrases 

as, “The Spirit of the Lord has spoken to me” or “The Word of God came unto me.” For 

example, Isaiah opens his prophecy by saying, “Hear, O heavens! Listen, O earth! For the 

Lord has spoken” (Isa. 1:2). When God speaks, everybody is to listen because He is the 

final authority.  

 In the New Testament we find more of the same, especially in the teachings of 

Jesus. Talking about God‟s Word in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Do not think 

that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but 

to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 

letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until 

everything is accomplished” (Matt. 5:17-18).  
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 That even the tiniest part of God‟s Word has authority is echoed by James when 

he writes, “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty 

of breaking all of it” (Jas. 2:10). All of God‟s Word is authoritative.  

 But while the Bible claims complete authority over our lives, many people do not 

always recognize that authority. Today‟s “all truth is relative” way of thinking takes the 

Bible off its authoritative pedestal and places it on the shelf as “just another book.”  

 In an article written for Eternity magazine many years ago, D. Martyn Lloyd-

Jones wrote words for the church of the ‟50s that are even more true for the church of 

today. Lloyd-Jones points out that the attack on Scripture‟s authority began in the middle 

of the eighteenth century with the beginning of what came to be known as the “higher 

critical” view of Scripture. Naturalistic presuppositions, along with man‟s knowledge, 

new discoveries in science, and human reasoning and understanding, were all brought to 

bear in an attempt to analyze the Bible and “get at its real truth.” All of this developed 

into the movement we know as liberalism, which held sway throughout the eighteenth 

and nineteenth centuries. Liberalism saw the Bible as full of errors, the work of men, and 

something to be accepted as having no more authority than the works of Shakespeare or 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.  

 With the dawn of the twentieth century, a new movement began. Neo-orthodox 

thinkers tried to restore some of the Bible‟s authority by reaffirming the sinfulness of 

man and claiming that while the Bible is not the Word of God, it “contains the Word of 

God.” As Lloyd-Jones describes it, “The Bible, we are told, is partly the Word of God 

and partly the word of man. In part it has great authority and in part it has not.”  

 Lloyd-Jones goes on to point out that this “partly God‟s Word, partly man‟s 

word” position leads to a view of the Bible that says that part of it is of great value but 

there are also other parts that are full of errors and that are “utterly useless and valueless.” 

But, observes Lloyd-Jones, we are then faced with a very basic question: “Who decides 

what is true? Who decides what is of value? How can you discriminate and differentiate 

between the great facts that are true and those that are false? How can you differentiate 

between and separate facts from teaching? How can you separate this essential message 

of the Bible from the background in which it is presented? … The whole Bible comes to 

us and offers itself to us in exactly the same way. There is no hint, no suspicion of a 

suggestion that parts of it are important and parts are not. They all come to us in the same 

form.”  

 Liberalism and neo-orthodoxy are still with us in every conceivable shape and 

form. As Lloyd-Jones wrote in 1957, “The modern position amounts to this, that it is 

really man‟s reasons that decide. You and I come to the Bible and we have to make our 

decisions on the basis of certain standards, which are obviously in our minds. We decide 

that one portion conforms to the message, which we believe, and that another does not. 

We are left still with the position, in spite of all the talk about a new situation today, that 

man‟s knowledge and man‟s understanding are the final arbiter and the final court of 

appeal.”  

 From ministers and seminary students to lay people in the pews, we can all get 

caught up in the doubts and skepticism. Even the greatest of Christian leaders know what 

it is to wrestle with this. Some have wrestled and lost; others have wrestled and won.  

 Before he launched his career, Billy Graham wrestled with doubts about the 

Scriptures. Recalling those days of struggle, he says:  
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 I believe it is not possible to understand everything in the Bible intellectually. One 

day some years ago I decided to accept the Scriptures by faith. There were problems I 

could not reason through. When I accepted the Bible as the authoritative Word of God—

by faith—I found immediately that it became a flame in my hand. That flame began to 

melt away unbelief in the hearts of many people and to move them to decide for Christ.  

 The Word became a hammer, breaking up stony hearts and shaping men into the 

likeness of God. Did not God say, “I will make my words in thy mouth fire” (Jer. 5:14), 

and “Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the 

rock in pieces?” (Jer. 23:29).  

 I found that I could take a simple outline, then put a number of Scripture 

quotations under each point, and God would use it mightily to cause men to make full 

commitment to Christ. I found that I did not have to rely upon cleverness, oratory, 

psychological manipulation, apt illustrations, or striking quotations from famous men. I 

began to rely more and more upon Scripture itself and God blessed it. I am convinced 

through my travels and experience that people all over the world are hungry to hear the 

Word of God.  

 Is the Bible authoritative? Does it need defending? The great preacher, Charles 

Haddon Spurgeon, said it well: “There is no need for you to defend a lion when he‟s 

being attacked. All you need to do is open the gate and let him out.” 

 

 

GOD‟S WORD IS EFFECTIVE  

 

 One of the most powerful claims to the Bible‟s infallibility, inerrancy and 

authority is its effectiveness. The prophet Isaiah aptly describes the ability of Scripture to 

get results when he said, “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not 

return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields 

seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It 

will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose 

for which I sent it” (Isa. 55:10-11). One of the best things about being a preacher and a 

teacher of God‟s Word is that you know it will do what it says it will do. You are not left 

worrying about what you will say when your product doesn‟t work.  

 There is a story about a lady who lived way out in the country. A vacuum cleaner 

salesman came by and began to give the woman his high-pressure sales talk.  

 “Madam, I have the greatest product you have ever seen. This vacuum cleaner 

will eat up anything. In fact, if I don‟t control it, it will suck up your carpet.”  

 Before the woman could reply, he went on to say, “Lady, I want to give you a 

demonstration.”  

 The salesman went to the fireplace, scooped up some ashes and threw them in the 

middle of the carpet. Then he reached into a bag in his own pocket and poured more dirt 

and junk right on the carpet. After making a thorough mess he said, “Madam, I want you 

to watch this product at work. I guarantee it will suck up every bit of everything I‟ve 

thrown on your rug.”  

 The woman stood there aghast—speechless—and the salesman went on to say, 

“Lady, if it doesn‟t suck up every bit of this, I‟ll eat it all with a spoon.”  
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 The woman looked the salesman in the eye and finally found her voice: “Well, sir, 

start eating. We ain‟t got no electricity.”  

 It‟s tough to be caught in a situation where your product isn‟t going to work. But 

that never happens with the Bible. It is always effective and it always does exactly what it 

says it will do. Paul talked about this great effectiveness of the Scriptures when he wrote, 

“Our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy 

Spirit and with deep conviction” (1 Thess. 1:5). When the Word goes forth, it has power. 

It has the Holy Spirit and you have the assurance that God‟s Word will do what it says.  

 

TO SUM IT UP  

 

 So what have we said so far? The Word of God is infallible in its totality and it is 

inerrant in all its parts. God‟s Word is authoritative and demands our obedience. Again 

and again we see the Bible‟s infallibility, inerrancy and authority demonstrated because 

the Bible is effective. The Bible does what it says it will do.  

 Everything we have said so far is good, if we have one more thing—the presence 

of the Holy Spirit. The need for this vital extra dimension is well illustrated by a 

conversation I had with a man on an airplane. As we talked, he continually admitted that 

he didn‟t understand the Bible. I didn‟t really tell him in so many words, but I hinted at 

why I didn‟t expect him to understand the Bible. He didn‟t have the one necessary thing 

he needed—the life of God in his soul by the presence of the Holy Spirit.  

 Without the Holy Spirit, the Bible is “just another book.” When we have the Holy 

Spirit at work in our hearts the Bible is THE Book. We will see why in the next chapter.  

 

 

SOME PERSONAL QUESTIONS  

 

1. I know the Bible is important to me because: 

  

2. Recently, I have looked to Scripture as the final authority in my life (my thoughts, 

words, behavior) in the following ways:  

 

3. When describing the Bible, I prefer to say it is (rank in your order of preference):  

____    infallible ____    authoritative ____    inerrant ____    completely true    

 

 

KEY VERSES TO KEEP IN MIND  

 

Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

Matthew 4:4  

 

Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Proverbs 

30:5 
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WHO CAN PROVE GOD‟S WORD IS TRUE? 

 

But how do we know it‟s true?  

 That question is one of the battle cries of our generation, which is also fond of 

asking, “Who says I have to do it?” Today it is something of a colossal understatement to 

say that we live in a world that doesn‟t respond to authority very well. In fact, just about 

the whole world rebels against authority. If you doubt it, ask the police. Ask teachers, 

coaches or congressmen. Ask employers, the Supreme Court—or the president.  

 Deep in the soul of every person is a streak of rugged individualism that begins in 

the womb and starts to show in the cradle. We all want to be our own god. We want to be 

captains of our soul and masters of our fate. No, we don‟t respond to authority very well 

at all.  

 Is it any wonder then that people question the authority of the Bible? As a 

minister I can say, “The Bible is the absolute authority for everyone. It is infallible, 

inerrant, effective, and absolutely authoritative. It is the final word on how we should all 

live.”  

The typical response—which can come from Christians as well as non-Christians—is: 

“Well how do I know that? I‟m not going to accept what you say unless you show me.”  

 In other words, they want proof. So what can you say when someone wants you to 

prove the Bible is true?  

 

FOUR WAYS TO PROVE THE BIBLE  

 

 If I want to play the “prove the Bible is true” game, I can argue from personal 

experience. I believe the Bible is true because it gives me the experience that it claims it 

will give me. For example, the Bible says that God will forgive my sins. I believe that. I 

accepted God‟s forgiveness and it happened. How do I know? I have a sense of freedom 

from guilt.  

 The Bible also says that if I come to Christ, then I will be a “new creation.” Old 

things will pass away and all things will become new. I believed in Christ one day and it 

happened just as the Bible said it would. Old things did pass away and all things did 

become new. I know, because I experienced it in my own life.  

 Yes, the Bible really changes lives. Millions of people—from great heads of state 

to brilliant educators and scientists, from philosophers and writers to generals and 

historians—could all testify about how the Bible has changed their lives. As somebody 

has said, “A Bible that is falling apart usually belongs to somebody who isn‟t.” Millions 

of people are living proof that the Bible can put lives together and keep them that way.  

 A stronger argument comes from science. Although the Bible is not a science 

book, the descriptions referring to scientific processes are accurate.  

 Take, for example, the hydrological cycle. Rain or snow falls to the ground and 

runs off into streams, which run into rivers, which run into the sea. Water evaporates 

from the surface of the ocean and returns to the clouds, where it becomes rain and snow, 

which falls to the ground. The hydrological cycle is a discovery of fairly modern times, 

but the Bible speaks of it in Isaiah 55:10: “As the rain and the snow come down from 

heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth …” (For similar references see 

Job 36:27 and Ps. 135:7.)  
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 For another illustration, we can go to the science of geology. Geologists speak of 

a state called isostasy, which can be used to describe the balance of the earth as it orbits 

through space. Basically the idea behind isostasy is that equal weights are necessary to 

support equal weights. Land mass must be balanced equally by water mass. In order for 

the earth to remain stable as it spins in orbit, it must be in perfect balance. But again, the 

scientists haven‟t discovered anything  

that is significantly new or beyond the Bible. The prophet Isaiah also wrote that God 

“measured the waters in the hollow of his hand” and that He “weighed the mountains on 

the scales and the hills in a balance” (Isa. 40:12).  

 You can find many other examples of how the Bible matches up with discoveries 

of modern science. Of course the precise technological language is not there, and for 

good reason. God wrote the Bible for men of all ages, and while His Word never 

contradicts science, it also never gets trapped into describing some precise scientific 

theory that becomes outdated in a few years, decades or centuries. Long before modern 

science was born, St. Augustine gave excellent advice to Christians when he said in 

effect, “We should not rush headlong to one opinion or the other, because there is always 

the possibility that a hastily adopted viewpoint can turn out to be false, and if our faith is 

dependent on that view it can appear false, too. And we will be arguing for our own 

opinions rather than the real doctrines of Scripture.”  

 A third significant area that has continued to prove the Bible‟s accuracy is 

archaeology. William F. Albright, recognized throughout the world as the leading 

Palestinian archaeologist of the twentieth century, attests that there is little doubt that 

archaeology has confirmed the substantial historical accuracy of Old Testament tradition.  

 For example, higher critics of Scripture doubted the Bible‟s description of King 

Solomon‟s wealth. But archaeologist Henry Breasted, between 1925 and 1934, unearthed 

the remains of one of Solomon‟s “chariot cities” at Megiddo in northern Palestine. 

Breasted found stables capable of holding over 400 horses, also the remains of barracks 

for Solomon‟s chariot battalions, which were stationed to guard a strategic path at 

Megiddo. Nelson Glueck, another archaeologist, found the remains of a huge refining 

factory for copper and iron, two metals Solomon used when bartering for gold, silver and 

ivory (see 1 Kings 9:28; 10:22).  

 Critics of Scripture also doubted the existence of the Hittites, a people the Bible 

refers to some 40 times. Archaeologist Hugh Winckler excavated the Hittite capital of 

Boghaz-Koi and recovered thousands of Hittite texts, as well as the famous Hittite code.  

 Other examples of how archaeology confirms the authority of the Bible could fill 

this book and several dozen others. Archaeology helps us see clearly that our Christian 

faith rests on facts (actual events) not myths or stories.  

 Perhaps the strongest objective argument for the validity of Scripture comes from 

fulfilled Bible prophecy. Peter W. Stoner, a scientist and mathematician, utilized what he 

called “the principle of probability.” This principle holds that if the chance of one thing 

happening is one in M and the chance of another thing happening is one in N, the chance 

that they both shall happen is one in M × N. This equation is used in fixing insurance 

rates. Stoner asked 600 of his students to apply the principle of probability to the biblical 

prophecy of the destruction of Tyre (see Ezek. 26:3-16), which claims seven definite 

events:  

1. Nebuchadnezzar would take the city.  
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2. Other nations would help fulfill the prophecy.  

3. Tyre would be flattened like the top of a rock.  

4. The city would become a place where fishermen spread their nets.  

5. Tyre‟s stones and timbers would be laid in the sea.  

6. Other cities would have great fear because of Tyre‟s fall.  

7. The old city of Tyre would never be rebuilt.  

  

 Using the principle of probability in a conservative manner, the students estimated 

the chances of all seven events occurring as described at one in 400 million, yet all seven 

did occur. Stoner‟s students did a similar study on the prophecy that predicted the fall of 

Babylon (see Isa. 13:19). They estimated the chances of the Babylon prophecies 

occurring at one in 100 billion, but everything stated did come to pass.  

 Biblical prophecy declares the events of the future with accuracy that is beyond 

the capability of human wisdom or anticipation. Despite astronomical odds, hundreds of 

biblical prophecies have come true, and they make the most objective argument for the 

Bible‟s authority.  

 

BEYOND ARGUMENTS AND PROOFS  

 

 While there are many solid arguments for the authority of Scripture, none of them 

are of much use if someone doesn‟t want to be convinced. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, the 

outstanding British scholar quoted at length in chapter 1, points out: “Ultimately this 

question of the authority of the Scriptures is a matter of faith and not of argument … you 

may convince a man intellectually of what you‟re saying, but still he may not of a 

necessity believe in and accept the authority of the Scripture.” 

 Actually there is only one argument that can prove to us that the Bible is true and 

authoritative for our lives: the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and minds. Perhaps 

no one knew this better than the apostle Paul and there is no clearer description of the 

work in the heart of the believer in Christ than 1 Corinthians 2.  

 Paul opens chapter 2 by saying, “When I came to you, brothers, I did not come 

with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I 

resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I 

came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My message and my 

preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the 

Spirit‟s power, so that your faith might not rest on men‟s wisdom, but on God‟s power” 

(vv. 1-5).  

 Paul stressed that he came to the Corinthians with nothing but the simple gospel. 

The gospel does not need the addition of human philosophy or wisdom. God does not 

need man‟s reason or man‟s innovation. Everything about the gospel is really very 

simple. In fact, to the world it sounds so simple it seems foolish. In 1 Corinthians 1:18, 

Paul writes, “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing.” And 

that is exactly what it was to the sophisticated Corinthians, who, like their neighbors in 

nearby Athens, were always seeking the new theory and the brilliant new philosophy.  

 In effect they said, “Paul, you‟re full of nonsense. Do you expect intellectuals like 

us, with all of our wisdom and education, to believe that somewhere, sometime one 

fellow died on a cross and that was the turning point of human history?” People say 
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essentially the same thing today. “The Bible? That‟s for little kids and old ladies, isn‟t it? 

No intelligent person would believe the Bible. I just can‟t buy it.” I‟ve heard many people 

say things like that. And Paul agrees with them. When it comes to “human wisdom,” the 

Bible certainly does sound like a lot of foolishness.  

 But Paul isn‟t talking about human or worldly wisdom. The only people who can 

know the wisdom that Paul is talking about are Christians. God‟s wisdom is open only to 

the minds of believers in Christ as Savior and Lord. Paul then goes on to make two points 

about true wisdom—how it is discovered and how it is revealed.  

 

TRUE WISDOM NOT HUMANLY DISCOVERED  

 

 As I talk with people, I hear a lot of opinions about God: “Well, I think God …” 

“In my opinion, God is …” While we all have a right to our opinion, what we think about 

God can‟t help us a great deal as far as really getting to know Him. We can‟t know God 

on our own no matter how hard we try. We can‟t escape the confines of a natural 

existence, leap into a supernatural dimension, and then come back and tell everyone what 

we know about God. We don‟t leave this natural world. We are stuck here, unable to 

know God on our own.  

 Christians are always giving testimonies about how “I found the Lord …” But the 

Lord wasn‟t lost. We were, and He found us. He had to come and find us because we are 

not able to transcend our own natural system. That‟s why Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2:6 

that the wisdom of this age is “coming to nothing.” Paul is thinking of the philosophers 

who keep coming and going, arguing and changing their views. While philosophy has 

made contributions down through the ages, there has been a great deal of contradiction 

and even instability. As one philosophy professor told his class, “Philosophy bakes no 

bread.”  

 Paul speaks of an entirely different kind of wisdom. He teaches “God‟s secret 

wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time 

began” (1 Cor. 2:7). Before time began, God had a marvelous salvation plan, and He hid 

it. Then, in Christ and in the New Testament all of these mysteries were revealed.  

 God had to reveal the mystery, of course, because the brilliant “rulers of this age” 

didn‟t understand it. If they had, then they wouldn‟t “have crucified the Lord of glory” (1 

Cor. 2:8). The rulers of this age Paul refers to were the Jewish and Roman leaders. They 

didn‟t know God and they didn‟t know the truth. Again, if they had, they never would 

have crucified Christ. All the brilliant Romans and all those educated erudite Sadducees 

and Pharisees, those who were well-schooled in the Old Testament, together they all 

crucified Christ. 

well-schooled in the Old Testament, together they all crucified Christ.  

 Paul then goes on to quote Isaiah and says, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no 

mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Cor. 2:9). With 

all of the world‟s quests for truth, it still can‟t figure out what‟s going on. There are only 

two ways you can come to truth, humanly speaking. One way is objective, while the other 

way is subjective. One uses the external empirical experiential method, and the other 

method uses reason or logic. When Paul talks about “no eye has seen” or “no ear has 

heard,” he‟s talking about the experiential empirical method. But God is not observable 
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externally. We can‟t hear Him or see Him. He does not fit in our test tubes or under our 

microscopes.  

 The other way men draw conclusions is through their own reasoning—

rationalism. And that‟s why Paul goes on to say that no mind has conceived what God 

has prepared. Worldly wisdom can‟t know God through the study of objective facts and it 

can‟t know Him internally through a subjective thought process. The world is in a 

hopeless state but God has a great plan. The secret to knowing God is loving Him 

through Jesus Christ. The human mind does not discover God. God revealed Himself to 

the human mind in Christ.  

 

TRUE WISDOM IS REVEALED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT  

 

 When I was a student in high school, I visited a girl in an iron lung. Fortunately, 

because polio has been controlled by Salk vaccine, iron lungs are not in as much use as 

they once were. It‟s terrible to see someone in an iron lung—a large casket-like affair 

with pumps and hoses and dials and gauges—it is not a pleasant sight. This lovely girl 

had to stay in that iron lung all the time. Anything that came to her had to come from the 

outside. She wasn‟t going anywhere.  

 In a way an iron lung is an apt illustration of the position of the natural man. 

Spiritually speaking, he is in an iron lung of his own capacity. If any wisdom or truth 

about God is going to come to him, it will have to be brought in from the outside. In his 

natural state, man isn‟t going anywhere.  

 And that is the point Paul is making here in 1 Corinthians 2. The Holy Spirit has 

invaded man‟s iron lung with the truth. As the Holy Spirit reveals true wisdom, three 

elements are discernible: revelation, inspiration and illumination.  

 Revelation means the disclosure of something that has previously been hidden, 

the unveiling of something that has been veiled. The Holy Spirit is the agent who reveals 

God‟s wisdom to the Christian as he “searches all things, even the deep things of God” (1 

Cor. 2:10). No one is better qualified. As Paul points out, no one knows the thoughts of a 

man better than that “man‟s spirit within him.” And “in the same way no one knows the 

thoughts of God except the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 2:11).  

 Inspiration is the next step in the process. Inspiration is the method by which the 

Spirit delivers God‟s revelation. Paul goes on to say that we (the apostles) “speak, not in 

words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual 

truths in spiritual words” (1 Cor. 2:13).  

 Be sure to note that when Paul uses the word “we” he is not referring generally to 

all Christians. He is referring to the apostles and other writers of Scripture. You and I 

have received spiritual truth through their writings; but here Paul is talking about his own 

experience, how he and other apostles received spiritual truths directly from the Spirit.  

 Paul‟s reference to how the apostles have received words taught directly by the 

Spirit matches the teaching in John 14:26 where Jesus tells the disciples, “The Counselor, 

the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 

remind you of everything I have said to you.” Jesus‟ promise is not primarily for all 

believers for all time. It was spoken to those who would write the New Testament. It was 

to many of the disciples, later to be called apostles, that God gave power toremember the 

words of Christ and all that He did. And how did He give that power? Through 
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inspiration. When Paul sat down and wrote 1 Corinthians, the Spirit of God took control 

of him. The Spirit of God breathed into Paul‟s mind what God wanted said and then Paul 

used his own vocabulary and his own experience to write Scripture. The Bible is not only 

God‟s Word, it is God‟s words. (For more on inspiration, see chapters 3 and 4.) 

Revelation and inspiration are only two steps in the work of the Spirit as it is described 

here in 1 Corinthians 2. Perhaps its most important work is in the third step—

illumination. Many people have a Bible but don‟t really know what‟s in it. Or they 

discover strange and interesting doctrines that are not taught by the Bible at all. The 

safeguard against misuse of the Bible is the illumination from the Holy Spirit. That is 

what Paul is talking about when he writes in 1 Corinthians 2:14, “The man without the 

Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually 

discerned.”  

 No matter how religious he might be, the natural man can‟t understand the real 

message of Scripture. He can‟t get out of his iron lung. Not only that, but somebody has 

pulled his plug! Spiritually speaking, he is dead. In Psalm 119:18, the psalmist prays a 

beautiful prayer: “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.” God 

didn‟t just give us the law (the Scriptures). He also has to open the eyes of our 

understanding and He does this as the Holy Spirit illuminates our minds. Truth is 

available, but only those who are illuminated will understand it.  

 The natural man may be able to read God‟s inspired revelation, but without the 

illumination of the Holy Spirit it won‟t make sense to him. Just as a blind man can‟t see 

the sun, the natural man can‟t see the Son of Righteousness. Just as the deaf man can‟t 

hear sweet music, the natural man can‟t appreciate the sweet song of salvation. As Martin 

Luther said, “Man is like Lot‟s wife—a pillar of salt. He‟s like a log or a stone. He‟s like 

a lifeless statue that uses neither eyes nor mouth, neither senses nor heart, unless he is 

enlightened, converted and regenerated by the Holy Spirit.”  

 “The spiritual man,” on the other hand, “makes judgments about all things, but he 

himself is not subject to any man‟s judgment: „for who has known the mind of the Lord 

that he may instruct Him?‟” (1 Cor. 2:15-16).  

 This verse tells us that we have a tremendous and a heavy responsibility. The 

Holy Spirit is our resident teacher of truth. God‟s point of reference is within us, and in a 

spiritual sense we can be judged by no one. The world can laugh at the Christian, mock 

him, call him a fool and, in some places in this world yet today, kill him. But no one can 

judge the spiritual man (the Christian who has the Holy Spirit of Christ) because to do 

that means you are judging the Lord Himself.  

 The Christian, however, should not misuse his spiritual status. He must be careful 

to never think he knows it all because, obviously, there are many natural areas when he 

does need advice, help, correction, and even judgment. But again, in the area of the 

spiritual, Paul says very clearly that the Christian is judged by no man.  

 

TO SUM IT UP  

 

 While the Christian can marshal good arguments from personal experience, 

science, archaeology and prophecy, he cannot finally “prove” the Bible is true and 

authoritative. Still, he knows the Bible is true because of his resident truth-teacher—the 
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Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the only one who can prove God‟s Word is true and He 

does this as He works in the heart and mind of the Christian whom He indwells.  

 

SOME PERSONAL QUESTIONS  

 

1. For me, the most convincing argument for the authority of the Scriptures is (underline):  

 My own personal experience  

 The Bible‟s agreement with scientific principles  

 Fulfilled prophecy  

 Archaeological discoveries  
 

2. How does the testimony of the Holy Spirit support arguments tested in question 1?  

 

3. The main truth I have found in God‟s words in 1 Corinthians 2 is:  

 

4. If the authority of Scripture is a matter of faith and not of argument, how do I respond 

to a world that does not have biblical values?  

 

KEY VERSES TO KEEP IN MIND  

 

The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, 

for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are 

spiritually discerned. 1 Corinthians 2:14  

 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 1 Corinthians 1:18 
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HOW DID GOD INSPIRE HIS WORD? 
 

 Have you ever watched an athlete or musician give “an inspired performance”? 

Have you ever heard your pastor preach what might be called “an inspired sermon”?  

 Most of us have heard the word “inspired” used in these ways, but frankly I 

question this kind of terminology. If people give inspired performances or preach 

inspired sermons, what is the difference between all this and what we call inspired 

Scripture?  

 Perhaps it sounds as though I am pushing a point or being picky, and perhaps I 

am, but for a very good reason. With the authority of Scripture under attack from every 

side as never before, it is important for the Christian to understand the biblical definition 

of “inspired.” In the New Testament, the term “inspiration” is reserved solely for God‟s 

Word. The Bible was written by special men, under special conditions and the canon is 

closed. There are no songs, no books, no visions, no poems, no sermons that are inspired 

today. (For more on the canon of Scripture, see chapter 5.)  

 But in order to understand the difference between biblical inspiration and the 

rather casual way we refer to something or someone we think is “inspired” today, we 

need to look closely at what Scripture has to say. Inspiration is tied very closely to 

another term—“revelation.” Revelation is God‟s revealing of Himself and His will. 

Inspiration is the way in which He did it. To reveal Himself, God used human beings who 

wrote the Old and New Testaments in order to set down in exact and authoritative words 

the message that God wanted us to receive. But first let‟s look at some wrong concepts of 

biblical inspiration.  

 

WHAT INSPIRATION IS NOT  

 

 In order to arrive at a correct definition of biblical inspiration, we need to look at 

some of the erroneous concepts some people have when they talk about the inspiration of 

Scripture.  

 First of all, inspiration is not a high level of human achievement. There are 

people—particularly certain theologians—who say the Bible is no more inspired than 

Homer‟s Odyssey, Mohammed‟s Koran, Dante‟s Divine Comedy or Shakespeare‟s 

Hamlet. In other words, whoever put the Bible together was simply working at a high 

level of genius. “Oh yes,” say these advocates of natural inspiration, “the Bible is full of 

errors and mistakes and it certainly is fallible at many points, but in regard to its ethics, 

its morals and its insights into humanity it reveals genius at a very high level.”  

 This view then exalts the human authors of the Bible but denies that God really 

had anything to do with its authorship. God did not write the Bible, smart men did.  

 This is an interesting view, but it doesn‟t hold up. For one thing, smart men 

wouldn‟t write a book that condemned them all. Smart men wouldn‟t write a book that 

provided salvation from the outside. Smart men want to provide their own salvation; they 

do not want to have to trust in a perfect sacrifice made by God‟s Son. And one other 

thing: Even the smartest of men could never conceive of a personality like Jesus Christ. 

Even the most gifted fiction writer could not fabricate a character who would surpass any 

human being who ever lived in purity, love, righteousness and perfection.  
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 Second, inspiration is not a matter of God working only through the thoughts of 

the writers. There are some theologians, preachers and other biblical scholars who teach 

thought or concept inspiration. In other words, they say that God never gave the writers 

of the Bible the exact words they would write. God gave them general ideas and they put 

these ideas down in their own words. For example, He planted the concept of love in 

Paul‟s mind and one day Paul sat down and penned 1 Corinthians 13.  

 The thought or concept view of inspiration claims that God suggested a general 

trend of revelation, but men were left free to say what they wanted and that is why (in the 

opinion of those who take this position) there are so many mistakes in the Bible. This 

view denies verbal inspiration. It denies that God inspired the very words of Scripture. 

The thought or concept view of inspiration has been popular with neo-orthodox 

theologians (who in general believe the Bible contains the Word of God but is not the 

Word of God).  

 But as we‟ve already seen in 1 Corinthians 2:13, Paul made it clear that he spoke 

“not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing 

spiritual truths in spiritual words” (emphasis added). In John 17:8, Jesus said, “I gave 

them the words you gave me and they accepted them.”  

 God communicates in words. When He sent Moses back from his wilderness 

hiding place to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, God did not tell Moses, “I will inspire 

your thoughts. I will be with your mind and tell you what to think.” No, God said, “I will 

help you speak and will teach you what to say” (Exod. 4:12). In Matthew 24:35, Jesus 

said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” God has 

authored the very words of the Bible. That is one reason why, in my preaching and 

teaching, I explain carefully the pronouns, prepositions and even small conjunctions. All 

of these “minimal things” often contain profound implications and spiritual truths.  

 We cannot have geology without rocks, or anthropology without men. We cannot 

have a melody without musical notes, nor can we have a divine record of God without 

His words. Thoughts are carried by words and God revealed His thoughts in words. The 

very words of Scripture are inspired. Scripture is verbal revelation.  

 Theologians use the term “verbal plenary inspiration” to state clearly that all 

(plenary) the words (verbal) of Scripture are inspired, not just some of them. And that 

brings us to our next point.  

 Third, inspiration is not the act of God on the reader of Scripture. Some 

theologians today teach what I call “existential inspiration.” In other words, the only part 

of the Bible that is inspired is the part that zaps you. You read a passage and all of a 

sudden you get sort of an “ethical goose bump.” When you get your ethical goose bump, 

that particular passage is inspired—to you. But, say these theologians, the entire Bible is 

not inspired. The writers of the Bible didn‟t write down God‟s revelation. They wrote 

down a witness to God‟s revelation in their own lives.  

 All this means that the Bible is not really authoritative. It is not the Word of God; 

it simply “contains the word of God.” If you ask one of these theologians, “How did the 

Bible become inspired to you?” He will say, “Ah yes …” and then launch into his 

explanation of his “first order experience” or his “leap of faith.” When you press him for 

exactly what he means by first order experience or leap of faith, he will say that it can‟t 

be defined; it is simply an existential happening. 
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 There are still other theologians who talk about de-mythologizing the Bible. In 

other words, they want to get rid of the myths that they believe are in Scripture. So, they 

take out things like the preexistence of Christ, the virgin birth, the deity of Christ, His 

miracles, His substitutionary death, His resurrection, His ascension and His return and 

final judgment. They take all of that out and claim that, historically, none of that 

information is true. But they maintain that spiritually and existentially, the Bible is true if 

and when it sends cold shivers up and down your spine.  

 Now perhaps none of this makes much sense to you. It doesn‟t make much sense 

to me either. If the Bible is full of lies from beginning to end, why would I ever go to it 

for spiritual truth? It seems to me that if God wanted me to trust the spiritual character of 

the Bible, He would make sure that the historical and factual character of the Bible would 

substantiate its spiritual truths.  

 Some people refuse to believe that God performed the miracle of giving to us, 

through inspiration, an infallible Bible; but yet these same doubters are ready to believe 

that God daily performs the greater miracle of enabling them to find and see in a fallible 

word of man the infallible Word of God. Soren Kierkegaard—who some say was the 

father of the existentialist movement—wrote, “Only the truth which edifies thee is truth.” 

I disagree completely. How can you possibly have a divinely right experience through a 

wrong book? If the Bible is full of lies in other areas, why am I going to believe its 

spiritual claims and statements? Jesus said in John 17, “Your word is truth” (v. 17). Truth 

is truth and something false does not become true simply because someone decides he is 

feeling inspired. Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse, one of the leading Bible teachers in the 

twentieth century and founder of Eternity magazine, has put it well: “If the Bible is only 

the work of men, we can never lean on it for spiritual support.”  

 Fourth, the Bible is not a product of mechanical dictation. Liberal and neo-

orthodox theologians like to poke fun at the conservative fundamentalist scholar and 

claim that he actually teaches that the Bible was dictated with some kind of mechanical 

method. The writers of the Bible were not writers; they were stenographers, spiritual 

automatons who simply cranked out what God literally dictated into their ears.  

 But it is obvious that‟s not what happened at all. The key argument against 

mechanical dictation is that in every book of the Bible you find the writer‟s personality. 

Every book has a different character and way of expressing itself. Every author has a 

different style. Yes, I suppose God could have used dictation and given us the truth that 

way. In fact, He really didn‟t have to use men. He could have simply dropped it all down 

on Earth in the form of golden plates (as the Mormons like to claim for the Book of 

Mormon).  

 I don‟t know why God used men, but He did. There are variations in style of 

biblical writing. There are variations in language and vocabulary. From author to author 

there are distinct personalities, and you can even feel their emotions as they pour out 

God‟s Word on paper.  

 Still, we have the question, How could the Bible be the words of men like Peter 

and Paul and at the same time be God‟s words as well? Part of the answer to this complex 

question is simply because God had made Paul and Peter and the other writers of 

Scripture into the men that He wanted them to be.  

 God made the writers of Scripture the men He wanted them to be by forming their 

very personalities. He controlled their heredity and their environments. He controlled 
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their lives, all the while giving them freedom of choice and will, and made them into the 

men He wanted them to be. And when these men were exactly what He wanted them to 

be, He directed and controlled their free and willing choice of words so that they wrote 

down the very words of God.  

 God made them into the kind of men whom He could use to express His truth and 

then God literally selected the words out of their lives and their personalities, 

vocabularies and emotions. The words were their words, but in reality their lives had 

been so framed by God that they were God‟s words. So, it is possible to say that Paul 

wrote the book of Romans and to also say that God wrote it and to be right on both 

counts.  

 We have seen four incorrect views of inspiration; what is the right view? 

Scripture itself offers plenty of information on this question.  

 

WHAT INSPIRATION IS  

 

 Two passages of Scripture—2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:20-21—tell us what 

inspiration really is. Many versions of 2 Timothy 3:16 say, “All Scripture is given by 

inspiration of God” (KJV, emphasis added). The New International Version of the Bible 

is more accurate, however, when it translates the verse, “All Scripture is God-breathed.” 

The Greek expression used here is pasa grafe theopneustos. Let us take a closer look at 

the meaning of these three crucial words.  

 Theopneustos is a combination of the Greek word theos (God) and pneu (breath). 

We get such English words as pneumatic and pneumonia from the Greek root pneu. 

Theopneustos then literally means “God-breathed.” The key to understanding the concept 

of “God-breathed” really comes out of the Old Testament. In Psalm 33:6, we read, “By 

the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his 

mouth.” In other words, God breathed the universe into existence. In the same way, God 

breathed into existence His Word, the Bible. When Scripture speaks, God speaks. 

Romans 3:2 tells us that the Scriptures are the oracles, “the very words” of God. When 

God called Samuel, Samuel answered by saying, “Speak, for your servant is listening” (1 

Sam. 3:10). A few verses later we read that “the Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, 

and he let none of his words fall to the ground” (1 Sam. 3:19). As the first in a long line 

of God‟s prophets, Samuel made sure not to neglect a single word that God had given 

him.  

 In the first chapter of Jeremiah, that prophet writes, “The word of the Lord came 

to me, saying, „Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set 

you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations‟ ” (vv. 4-5). A few verses later, 

Jeremiah reports, “Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to 

me, „Now, I have put my words in your mouth‟” (v. 9). God has always worked through 

words, not merely thoughts. He has put His words in the mouths of the writers of 

Scripture.  

 The second point from 2 Timothy 3:16 concerns how much of Scripture is God-

breathed. Paul uses the Greek word pasa, which can be translated “all” or “every.” Paul is 

saying that all Scripture—every bit of it—is inspired.  

 One argument used by critics of the Bible is that 2 Timothy 3:16 can refer only to 

the Old Testament because that‟s all of the Scripture Paul had at that time. The New 
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Testament canon was not officially approved by the organized church until sometime in 

the fourth century. This, however, does not alter the fact of New Testament inspiration. 

What God inspired, He inspired (including 2 Tim. 3:16). James Packer says, “The church 

no more gave us the New Testament canon than Sir Isaac Newton gave us the force of 

gravity. God gave us gravity, by His work of creation, and similarly He gave us the New 

Testament canon, by inspiring the individual books that make it up.”  

 Dr. William Hendriksen adds, “Though the history of the recognition, review, and 

ratification of the canon was somewhat complicated … what should be emphasized … is 

that not because the church, upon a certain date, long ago, made an official decision (the 

decision of the Council of Hippo, A.D. 393; of Carthage, A.D. 397), do these books 

constitute the inspired Bible; on the contrary, the 66 books, by their very contents, 

immediately attest themselves to the hearts of all Spirit-indwelt men as being the living 

oracles of God.” The church only recognized this reality.  

 What does all this have to do with what Paul said in 2 Timothy 3:16? Just this: To 

say all Scripture is God-breathed doesn‟t necessarily mean just all past Scripture. I 

believe 2 Timothy 3:16 refers to the entire Scripture—that which had been written, that 

which was being written and that which was yet to be written.  

 As for the third point from 2 Timothy 3:16, we need to ask just what is Scripture? 

And here we have the other Greek word—graphe. This is the word from which we get 

graphite—the material that is used for making pencils. Graphe simply means “writing.” 

Did Paul mean that all kinds of writing were inspired? Obviously not, and we can go 

back to 2 Timothy 3:15 to see just what he did mean. Paul tells Timothy, “From infancy 

you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation 

through faith in Christ Jesus.” So, Paul is talking about holy writing. It is the holy 

Scripture that is God-breathed.  

 Technically speaking, the writers of Scripture are never referred to as inspired. 

Paul is referring to their writings and he says that they are God-breathed. So, when we 

sometimes say that Paul was inspired as he wrote certain books of the Bible, this is not 

technically correct. Paul was not inspired. The Epistle to the Romans is inspired, as are 

the letters to the Corinthians, the Galatians, the Ephesians, and so on. It is not the men 

who wrote Scripture that are inspired; it is the message. Some writers of Scripture wrote 

only one brief book or letter and never wrote another “inspired” thing in their entire lives.  

 

HOW DID GOD GUIDE THE BIBLICAL WRITERS?  

 

 What then was the condition of a biblical writer at the time he wrote inspired 

Scripture? What was the difference between the way Paul felt and wrote when he penned 

Romans and all those other letters and when he simply wrote out supply lists for his next 

missionary journey? We find the answer in the other basic Scripture text that refers to 

Scripture being inspired or God-breathed—2 Peter 1:20-21. Here we read, “Above all, 

you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet‟s own 

interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from 

God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” Peter is saying that no part of 

Scripture was of any private origin. No Scripture ever simply came out of a man‟s mind. 

There was a special condition for the writing of Scripture and Peter refers to it as being 

“carried along by the Holy Spirit.” (Keep in mind here also that when Peter mentions 
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“prophecy of Scripture,” he is not simply referring to prophetic books. Prophecy has a 

much broader meaning than that—prophecy refers to forthtelling as well as foretelling or 

predicting the future.)  

 Gordon R. Lewis, professor of systematic theology at Conservative Baptist 

Theological Seminary of Denver, writes, “The human writers were not autonomous, but 

lived and moved and had their being in the all-wise Lord of All. Created with a capacity 

for self-transcendence in the image of God, they could receive changeless truths by 

revelation. Providentially prepared by God in their unique personalities they also had 

characteristics common to all other human beings in all times and cultures. Their teaching 

originated, however, not with their own wills, but God‟s and came to them through a 

variety of means. In all the human writing processes, they were supernaturally 

overshadowed by the Holy Spirit, not in a way analogous to mechanical or unworthy 

human relationships, but as one loving person effectually influences another. What stands 

written, therefore, in human language is not merely human, but also divine. What the 

human sentences teach, God teaches.”  

 

TO SUM IT UP  

 

 Inspiration of Scripture does not mean: (1) a high level of human achievement; 

(2) God giving the writers only general thoughts or concepts; (3) God acting in some 

special way on the reader; (4) the writers of the Bible taking it down by mechanical 

dictation.  

 Key passages that tell us what the inspiration of Scripture does mean are 2 

Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:20-21. In 2 Timothy 3:16, Paul tells us that all Scripture is 

God-breathed. The writings are inspired, not the writers. Peter tells us in 2 Peter 1:21 that 

the writers were borne along by the Holy Spirit as they wrote. No Scripture ever came 

only from a man‟s mind.  

 What then is “inspiration”? How did God inspire His Word? One definition is as 

follows: “Inspiration is God‟s revelation communicated to us through writers who use 

their own minds, their own words, and yet God had so arranged their lives and their 

thoughts and their vocabularies, that the words they chose out of their own minds were 

the very words that God determined from eternity past that they would use to write His 

truths.”  

 

SOME PERSONAL QUESTIONS  

 

1. After reading this chapter, I would say that the doctrine of inspiration of Scripture is 

(underline one):  

 Somewhat important  

 Very important  

 Crucial  

The reason for my above choice is:  

 

2. If the Bible does not have some special qualities that reach above and beyond 

“humanly inspired” works such as Shakespeare and Dante, what are the implications for 

my own personal faith?  
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3. If the Bible is inspired “only when it speaks to me,” that means that the authority of the 

Bible is:  

 

4. As I understand it, the difference between mechanical dictation and the writers “being 

borne along by the Holy Spirit” as they wrote Scripture is:  

 

 

KEY VERSES TO KEEP IN MIND  

 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness. 2 Timothy 3:16  

 

For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 

were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21 

 

 

 

 

 


